
Foundry Kelowna's Wellness on Wheels Mobile services launched in September 2021. This 39-foot retrofitted
RV travels to Lake Country, Westbank First Nation, and West Kelowna, spending a day in each community,
bringing barrier free mental health services to young people who might otherwise be unable to get the help
they need due to distance or time. During the first four months, the Wellness on Wheels services has been
successful in providing walk-in counseling and community and employment service navigation. 
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While we are proud to offer this service, we are also deeply proud of being a true part of these communities
we serve. We have been invited to and participated in events and ceremonies with the Central Okanagan
School District, Westbank First Nation, and the District of Lake Country. The number of youth who are
accessing our services and the integration of the Wellness on Wheels into broader community activities truly
demonstrates that we are a much needed, reliable, and respected resource. Our impact can only grow as we
continue to provide this model of care.

A young man who was
sleeping outside in Lake

Country had been homeless
for 2 years. He had no family

locally and was estranged
from his immediate family. He
was originally dropped off for

services at the Foundry
Kelowna centre but was not
able to make it back or show

up for scheduled
appointments in Lake

Country. The Wellness on
Wheels mobile service

connected him with  shelter, a
source of temporary income,

employment and re-
connected him to services at
our Foundry Kelowna centre.
Wellness on Wheels was able
to connect with him because
we were in his community ,

which removed the barriers to
the help he needed.

 

“With Foundry Kelowna’s
Wellness on Wheels mobile

service we are establishing a
neighbourhood level of care.

Offering counselling, peer
support, and navigation

services we are a consistent
and reliable resource that

supports young people and
serves to connect them with

broader network of resources
that exist within their own
community. Our approach
doesn’t stop at providing a

service within a community, it
is successful because we

become a part of the
community. This is a

fundamental component for
building trust and creating a
safe environment – making it

more likely and easier for
young people to seek help.” 

~ Foundry Kelowna
Youth Service Lead

 


